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TEACHING AT COLLEGES AND UNIV ERSITIES  
 

TYPE OF ROLE DESCRIPTION QUALIFICATIONS WHAT IS NEEDED 

Guest Lecturer o Invited by professor, 
student organization, or 
department 

o May be invited to speak 
to a variety of students in 
different classes and at 
on-campus meetings 
over one or more days 

o Expert; well-known in 
field of work 

o Bio 
o List of your preferred 

topics, with a paragraph 
or two describing main 
points you would share 

o Offer to share your career 
journey in addition to 
your “teaching subject 

Adjunct 
Professor 

o Part-time teaching role 
o Contract is course-

specific 
o Option to co-supervise 

research students 
o No office on campus 
o Must create curriculum 
o Teach 1-2 classes per 

semester 

o Bachelor’s or master’s 
degree or relevant 
industry experience—
most are experts well-
known in their field 

o Experience in field 
o At some schools, implies 

a PhD or work underway 
toward a doctorate 

o Expert whose primary 
employment or work is 
not at the college or 
university 

o Published articles, white 
papers, or books in field 

 

o Detailed bio that 
highlights teaching/ 
leadership experience 

o We suggest a 
Professional Profile 
Packet including: 
• Bio 
• List of your 

preferred topics  
• Copies of published 

articles that 
mention you 

• White papers or 
articles you have 
written 

Professor – 
fulltime and/or 
tenure track 

o Teach 4 classes per 
semester 

o Develop thought 
leadership in field 

o Continue research and 
supervise student 
research 

o Departmental/campus 
meetings 

o Office and expected 
office hours with 
students 

o Must publish in area of 
expertise to retain 
position and obtain 
tenure 

o Master’s a must; most 
schools require PhD or 
work underway toward a 
doctorate 

o Work in field of expertise 
not required  

o Curriculum vitae 
o Publications 
o Description of courses 

you would like to teach, 
with course outlines, 
texts you would use, etc. 
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